

[image: ]

FRANCHI UMBERTO MARMI S.P.A.
PRESS RELEASE
CARRARA, A SCHOOL OF VISION
INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF ARCHITECTURE: THE SECOND EDITION OF THE MASTER IN SPIRITUAL ARCHITECTURE OFFICIALLY BEGINS
Franchi Umberto Marmi and Yacademy bring together a new generation of architects and designers from around the world to envision the spaces of tomorrow. An international educational programme that promotes Carrara marble as the material of choice for contemporary architecture.

Carrara (Italy), 24 June 2026 – The second edition of the Master in Spiritual Architecture, a joint initiative promoted by Franchi Umberto Marmi and Yacademy, has officially begun. The programme brings together a select group of young architects and designers from across the globe to explore the relationship between architecture, spirituality, materiality and landscape.
The Master was conceived to transform Carrara marble into a vehicle for research, education and design. More than an exceptional natural stone, marble becomes a medium through which participants investigate light, silence, contemplation and the symbolic dimension of architectural space.
Franchi Umberto Marmi is an internationally recognised leader in the processing and marketing of Carrara marble blocks and slabs. Through FUM Academy, the Company complements its industrial activities with a strong commitment to cultural and educational initiatives dedicated to promoting the value of natural stone and its deeper meanings. Within this vision, Carrara marble is interpreted not simply as a construction material, but as a cultural heritage and a design language capable of connecting architecture, art, memory and landscape.
Bernarda Franchi, Chief Executive Officer of Franchi Umberto Marmi, commented:
"We are delighted to inaugurate the second edition of the Master in Spiritual Architecture, an international initiative developed together with Yacademy and involving leading figures from the world of architecture. This programme is part of our broader commitment to promoting Carrara marble not only as a material of excellence, but also as a cultural and spiritual medium capable of inspiring future generations of architects and designers."
The Master forms part of Yacademy's postgraduate educational offering. Based in Bologna, Yacademy connects young international talents with some of the world's most distinguished architects and designers. Developed in collaboration with leading international architectural practices, the Academy delivers highly specialised programmes addressing the major challenges of contemporary design through lectures, workshops, site visits, project reviews and direct interaction with internationally renowned professionals.
In line with Yacademy's educational philosophy, the Master in Spiritual Architecture is a postgraduate programme designed for young architects and designers wishing to develop advanced expertise in the field of spiritual architecture. The curriculum explores the design of spaces dedicated to contemplation, silence, reflection and inner experience, encouraging participants to investigate how architecture can shape environments that embrace the symbolic and emotional dimensions of human life.
The two-day opening programme, held at Franchi Umberto Marmi's headquarters in Carrara, offered students their first immersion into both the academic themes of the course and the unique industrial and cultural environment in which the workshop will develop. Alongside introductory sessions hosted by FUM and Yacademy, participants visited the Company's facilities and the renowned Carrara marble quarries, gaining first-hand insight into the extraction landscape, production process and the technical craftsmanship that has distinguished the Carrara district for centuries.
Throughout the programme, students will participate in a design workshop set within one of Carrara's most evocative and iconic locations, a place naturally suited to meditation, contemplation and reflection. The workshop represents the core of Yacademy's educational model and will be led by Giuseppe Zampieri, founder of the Milan office of David Chipperfield Architects, the internationally acclaimed Pritzker Prize-winning practice.
Participants will be invited to design an architectural space dedicated to contemporary spirituality — a place for contemplation, dialogue and silence, conceived as an interfaith environment open to every form of introspection and spiritual elevation.
The opening programme concluded with a lecture by architect Andrea Vaccari, a recognised expert in the field of sacred architecture, who explored the contemporary challenges associated with the restoration, adaptive reuse and enhancement of religious buildings. Founder of A7design, Vaccari specialises in the design and regeneration of places of worship, monuments, listed buildings, churches, cathedrals, castles and museum spaces.
The launch of the second edition of the Master in Spiritual Architecture further confirms the value of an educational programme where industrial excellence, research and architectural design converge. Through the collaboration between Franchi Umberto Marmi, FUM Academy and Yacademy, participants are given the opportunity to engage with one of the most compelling themes in contemporary architecture: designing places capable of generating meaning, silence and community, while positioning Carrara marble not merely as a material, but as a medium for profound human and spiritual experience.
***
Founded in 1971, Franchi Umberto Marmi S.p.A. is a leading company specialising in the processing and marketing of Carrara marble blocks and slabs, an authentic expression of Made in Italy excellence and luxury, renowned worldwide for its unique characteristics and exceptional quality. The Company oversees every stage of the production and distribution process, ensuring the highest quality standards for both marble blocks and slabs. Its operations are primarily concentrated at its 59,000-square-metre headquarters in Carrara, home to the world's largest exhibition space dedicated exclusively to Carrara marble.
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